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MORE THAN CONQUERORS ROMANS 8:35-39 
NEED: 	TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN GOD'S IMMORTAL LOVE. 
PROPOSITION: THROUGH THE LORD WHO LOVES US, WE WILL TRIUMPH OVER ANYTHING WE MAY FACE. 
OBJECTIVE: 
TO BUILD UP THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 
INTRODUCTION: 
We come to the top of the mountain. We started this ascent up the mountain in the first three chapters of Romans. As we started the ascent we could hear the thunder of divine judgment and wrath. We were made aware that we were under condemnation. While we were under that threatening cloud of condemnation, we heard the good news, "the just shall live by faith." When that good news came to us it assured us that God justifies the ungodly through faith. It promised complete forgiveness of sin and complete acceptance before God as a gift. We knelt as guilty sinners before the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and received this gift. We were made to understand that the gift came to us through the Lord Jesus Christ. We understood that His redemptive death upon the cross made this gift 
possible. 
As we moved on up this mountain we discovered that those that God justifies He sanctifies. We learned that God has done more than forgive our sins - He 

has committed Himself to work in us transformation. He has give us the gift of the Holy spirit who live sin us. From within the Holy Spirit directs our steps into the paths of righteousness. He keeps us constantly aware of the divine expectations and the divine provisions for holy living. 
Now, we stand on the top of the mountain. On the top of this mountain of revelation we discover that there is "no separation." We discover that there is nothing or no one who can ever separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Realizing that the love of God for us will never change enables us to declare with Paul, "Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us." More than conquerors! This is who the weakest child of God is! The love of God made known to us through the death of Jesus Christ upon the cross makes us such. Through Him we are more than adequate for anything that life may bring to us. This is one of the most encouraging truths found any place in holy scriptures. 
I. We are more than conquerors in life's difficulties. 
Paul began this paragraph with a question. "Who can separate us from the love of Christ?" He then proceeds to give a long list of possibilities. They are the kind of things that would seem to have the power to convince you that Christ does not love you and would seem to have the power to cause you to turn away from Christ. But the love of Christ is such that this does not happen. Instead, "No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us." You will notice that it is "in all these things." It is while we are going through this list of difficulties that we 
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are kept and sustained by the love of Christ in such a way that we are "more than conquerors." Let's look at this list in some detail. 
1. Trouble. 
The older version translate this word "tribulation." Affliction is another possible translation. The basic idea in this word is to crush, press, or to squeeze. It was used in the New Testament of the pressures that might be brought upon a life from a lot of different sources. It was used quiet frequently of those tribulations that come because one is a Christian. 
Being a committed Christian often exposes someone to misunderstanding and conflict. The love of Christ will not keep you from experiencing such tribulations, but it will keep you from being destroyed by such tribulations. The love of Christ will so sustain you in the midst of tribulations that you will be more than a conqueror. 
2. Hardship. 
The older version translates this word "distress." It is the inner effect produced by tribulation. It is the anguish that one experiences because they are going through a time of affliction. But this distress will not destroy you. It will not keep Christ from loving you. It is not a sign that Christ does not love you. Instead it will be an opportunity for Christ to express His sustaining love to you and make you more than a conqueror. 
3. Persecution. 
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Persecution means just that. It is the sufferings you encounter because of your identification with Christ. They should not come as a surprise to us. They do not come to us because Christ does not love us, but rather they come because we love Him. He has His way of so ministering to us out of His love in our times of suffering for Him that we are more than conquerors. There is no difficulty that can ever turn back the child of God. 
4. Famine. 
Paul probably has in mind the economic deprivation that comes because of your commitment to Christ. We heard our Romanian friends speak on Wednesday night of the economic pressures that were put upon him because of his commitment to Christ. He and his family were forced to live for a number of years in two rooms in the back of the church building. They could have lived in a nice house if they had only consented to be cooperative with the communist government. Their loyalty to Christ exposed them to economic privation. This economic privation did not mean that Christ no longer loved them. Instead it was during that time that their awareness of His love was deepened more and more. 
5. Nakedness. 
Nakedness goes along with famine. It should be considered one of the consequences of loyalty to Christ. A strong commitment to Christ that cost one his job would be able to keep them from having adequate clothing in the cold of winter. If the Lord loves us, will He not make sure that we have enough clothing to wear? Probably I But if He doesn't it will not be 
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because He does not love us. His love will be with us, even while we shiver 
with inadequate clothing to wear. 
6. Danger. 
The older version translates this "peril." The idea in the Word is to be jeopardy or in danger. Being a disciple of our Lord does not mean that we will not have to walk through any valleys of danger. Rather it means that we will not have to walk through any dangers along. The Christ who loves us is the good shepherd who will walk through us whatever danger of jeopardy life may bring. 
7. Sword. 
The apostle probably has in mind the executioner's sword. Even if we have to face eventually at the hand of an executioner Christ will be with us in that moment His love will make us more than conquerors in the difficulties and distresses of life. 
The proof of God's love is what Jesus did on the cross 2000 years ago. To the child of God who understands the message of the cross, God doesn't have to do anything to prove His love today. It is enough to know that Christ died and paid the price for our sins. We can be more than victorious in any circumstance because of this love that will never die. 
II. We are more than conquerors over life's enemies. 
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Paul closes this great chapter with his greatest affirmation. "For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels or demons, neither the present nor the future, or any powers neither height or depth or anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. "I am convinced" expresses a deep, deep, conviction. The tense of the verb means that Paul has come to this 
conviction and will not be shaken from it. 
He is so sure that the love of 
God that was expressed in the cross is an undying love that no power that he may face, no enemy that may come against him will ever be able to move him fromthe conviction that he is loved and kept by God. 
The list of things that Paul puts before us are the kind of things that the people of that day feared. They are the kind of things that we still dread. They are seen as foes that stand in the way of our walk with God. 
1. Death nor life. 
It is interesting that Paul begins this list with death and associates it with life. Death is the great dread of every man. However, Paul knew that there were times when life would be harder to face that death. We see this every day when someone prefers death through suicide to life. The Apostle wants us to understand that whether we are facing imminent death or a life that might be preferable, a life that might be worse than death, we will not be destroyed by it. Instead, we will be more than a conqueror over death or anything that life may bring to us. This does not mean that God's love will keep us from dying or having a difficult life but it does mean that His love will be with us whether we are walking through the valley of death or facing 
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a life that is worst than death. We will be more than a conqueror over this kind of foe. 
2. Angels nor demons. 
Here Paul brings together two agents of the unseen world. There are good angels and evil angels. It probably doesn't matter which kind of angel you are considering in this setting. It is the conviction of Paul that even if an angel of heaven or a demon of hell besets our path, they will not be able to separate us from the love of God. God has so established His love toward us that no spiritual power will ever be able to thwart His purpose in our lives. He will be with us as we face any spiritual opposition that may come 
against our lives. 
3. Present nor future. 
By these two expressions Paul means any threatening possibility we are facing in the present or any that we anticipate facing in the future. It doesn't matter what is going on in your life today, or what you anticipate 
facing in your life in the future, they will not be able to separate you from the love of God. Through God's love for you and His work in your life you can be more than a conqueror today in your present circumstances and tomorrow in your future circumstances. More than a conqueror against any foe from wherever it may come. 
4. Powers. 
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This is a collective word that refers to those "uncanning and horrible workings of Satan and his hosts as seen in the occult." Satan has a whole realm of deception and evil practices. Many believers have to live their lives out under the shadow of these kinds of powers. The Apostle is offering assurance to us all. There is absolutely nothing that our arch enemy can do that can separate us fromthe love of Christ. When he has done his deceptive worst, we will still be more than conquerors through Him that loved us. 
5. Neither height nor depth. 
These probably should be understood as terms of astrology rather than astronomy. In the world of astrology these were technical words. "Height" was a technical reference to the star being at its zenith and thus in its position of greatest influence. "Depth" was a technical term for that moment when the star would be at its lowest and thus exercising its least influence. Those of us who have grown up under the influence of the gospel and have sought to walk in God's truth, may not be able to appreciate the kind of fear that the occult and astrology could put into the hearts of people. For those who walk in those shadows there is a constant fear that the heavenly powers are going to impose some evil upon them. This is a great word of encouragement to those who have been exposed to that fear. There is absolutely nothing any power known in astrology or any other practice of the occult can do to separate you from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. No matter what they may do, you are more than a 
conqueror. 
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6. Any other creation. 
It is though the Apostle wanted to make sure that he had not left out any other potential foe. He uses the term that would encompass any other creature that might come against us, or anything that God has made. It embraces any conceivable adversary in the universe. What ever that adversary may be or who ever that adversary may be, because of the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord you are more than a conqueror. 
"'-. 
When you put all of this together and bring it down to its simplest level it means that there is nothing that can happen to you in life or in death, there is nothing that anyone can do to you who ever they may be that can ever keep God from loving you. The only way you could ever lose your salvation and lose your place in heaven is for God to stop loving you. God settled that once for all when He gave His Son to die for you at Calvary. You can face today and an uncertain tomorrow singing with the children, "Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so." If you know that you are ready for whatever life may bring. 
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